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This course is for paintbasket.com member’s personal use only. 
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capacity. If you are a business, tutor or instructor and would like to use our material, 

please contact us first. 
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COURSE OVERVCOURSE OVERVCOURSE OVERVCOURSE OVERVIEWIEWIEWIEW    
 

We are Dennis and Nolan Clark from paintbasket.com and welcome you to our course on 

how to create the perfect painting. 

 

Before we take a look at what’s in store for you over the coming weeks, let me tell you 

how the course is structured. As we realise that everybody has their own busy schedule, 

we have set up the course so you can follow along at your own pace. You will receive the 

course in parts, two per week, but you can follow each part as it suits your schedule. 

There is no pressure on your part to perform any tasks by any date or anything like that. 

In fact if you want, you can simply sit back, relax, read the course material and watch the 

videos only. 

 

Speaking of videos, each part of the course has it’s own corresponding series of videos. 

To view them, login to our website at http://wwwpaintbasket.com. 

You will then see a link at the top of the page that looks like this : 

 

 
 

This is your link to access all the courses you have bought, including this one. 

 

Click it and select the “Perfect Painting” course. From there all the videos are listed under 

their chapter titles. You can also type in http://www.paintbasket.com/courses/ into your 

browser and select Perfect Painting from the list. 

 

Okay so without further ado, let’s take a look at the 5 steps required to create the Perfect 

Painting. 

 

Step 1 is to come up with an idea for your artwork 

Step 2 is to plan the artwork 

Step no 3 is to transfer the design to your support 

Step no 4 is actually do the painting 

our final step is to Display the artwork to best effect. 

 

Now obviously, each of these steps have a lot of things we need to know and look at, so 

here is a quick breakdown of what we will chat about in each step. 

 

In week one we first need to lay down some basic groundwork which is required 

throughout the course, so we will be learning about colour theory and perspective. 
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With all systems fired up and ready to go we will use week no 2 to generate the idea for 

our artwork and plan the outer element of the artwork, and if you don’t know what any of 

the terms mean that I am chatting about, don’t stress we will explain everything as we go 

along. 

 

In week 3 we will start working on the inner elements of our artwork, things like lines 

and flow, the mood of the painting and positive and negative space. 

 

By week 4 we are half way along the road to planning the perfect painting, but still have 

some work to do. This week we will look at balance, value and style in your painting. 

 

During week 5 we look at some practical ways to choose our colours as well as chat 

about textures and the painting medium. 

 

The final week of the course will be spent on the final 3 elements of the plan, nl., 

transferring our design, painting techniques and how to display the completed artwork for 

maximum effect. 

 

We are sure you are going to learn a heap along the way, remember : 

if you are struggling with anything in the course, help is at hand. Login to the website and 

ask as many questions as you need on the forum. 

 

If you want to get maximum benefit from the course, why not tackle a project of your 

own, using the info from the course, as we go along, that way it will be easier to 

remember the points we have covered in future and besides, practice makes perfect. 

 

If at any stage you would like to chat to either Nolan or myself on a more personal, face 

to face basis, feel free to chat to us via our live video chat Ask an Artist service. 

 

Also please let us know how you are progressing with the course, we love to see how our 

students grow as artists. 

 

and don’t be shy to give us your honest feedback about the course. It will help us to give 

you even better service in the future. 

 

then, lastly and most importantly... 

 

Have fun and enjoy the course. 

 

Regards 

Dennis & Nolan 
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STAYING ORGANISEDSTAYING ORGANISEDSTAYING ORGANISEDSTAYING ORGANISED    
 

You will receive the course in parts, one every four days to give you enough time to go 

through and absorb all the info as well as ask questions where necessary. 

 

We suggest that you create yourself a folder on your desktop for the course so that you 

can store each segment of the course in one place. That way you will be able to form one 

unit at the end of the course. To do this : 

 

1) Minimise all open windows so that your desktop is visible. 

2) Right click and select New->Folder 

3) Give it a name you will remember like : Perfect Painting Course 

 

1) Now every time you receive an instalment of the course, save it to your Perfect 

Painting folder 

 

1) All the files are numbered chronologically so they will stay organised and easy 

for you to find later. 
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COLOUR THEORYCOLOUR THEORYCOLOUR THEORYCOLOUR THEORY    
 

For any artist, the discovery of the colour wheel and the understanding of how colours 

relate to and interact with each other is a very important factor to success. 

 

No, let me rephrase that : As an artist it is absolutely 100 percent imperative that we take 

the time to learn the colour wheel and how to use it correctly if we want to jump the gap 

between being a mediocre artist and a really good artist. 

 

You see, it is not only because we end up frustrated from wasting time and paint to 

eventually get to the colours we want, but it is also the quality of our final paintings that 

suffer dramatically because we don’t know how to use our colours correctly. 

 

Let me give you a personal example – For years I always wondered why when my  

father, showed somebody a painting they would always react with “Oh wow, that’s 

stunning!”, even though the painting may not even have taken him an hour to complete. 

Yet when I showed somebody a painting I had laboriously spent days to complete, I was 

lucky if I got a “Oh that’s nice” reaction. It was very frustrating to say the least. I always 

presumed that it was because Dennis had years more experience than me, yet I could see 

that I was applying the painting techniques just as well as he was. When I finally plucked 

up the courage to ask him what I was doing wrong, his answer was simple : “You don’t 

know the colour wheel”. 

 

He knew all along what my problem was, but sometimes I need to learn my lessons the 

hard way so he made me suffer until I asked. I finally sat down and learnt the colour 

wheel and more importantly, how to use it correctly. 

 

Suddenly I found that the quality of my paintings improved dramatically and so did the 

reactions of those that saw my paintings. My paintings looked more alive, more realistic, 

they had more depth, it was as though the sun was suddenly shining through my 

paintings. You have no idea how good it felt the first time I also got the “Oh wow” 

reaction and the person literally ran up to my painting to have a closer look. 

 

Another upside to my new found knowledge was that I became a lot more confident as an 

artist. I wasn’t scared to experiment anymore, the time I took to complete a painting  

dramatically reduced and the sales of my paintings increased exponentially. 

 

Over the next few sections we will be taking a closer look at the colour wheel. 
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COMPONENTS OF COLOURCOMPONENTS OF COLOURCOMPONENTS OF COLOURCOMPONENTS OF COLOUR    
 

We are so use to seeing colour that we don’t realise how complex the individual colours 

we take for granted actually are. 

 

Colour is not just colour. It has three distinct components. these are hue, value and 

chroma. Let’s take a look to see what the heck that means. 

 

Hue is the actual colour name, eg red, orange or blue. 

 

Value is how dark or light the colour is. We call this the tonal value of the colour. The 

darker the colour the higher it’s tonal value. 

 

Chroma is the intensity or the purity or strength of the colour and it measured by the 

“greyness” of the colour and the covering power of the colour. In other words how much 

it has been contaminated by other colours and how easily it can overpower or dominate 

the other colours. For example a pure colour like Alizarin Crimson would have a chroma 

of say 9. The minute we add white or any other colour to it, it would appear grayer than 

the original, so it’s chroma strength would lower. Each colour has a maximum chroma 

strength depending on how strong it is, for example Alizarin Crimson would quickly over 

power Cadmium yellow in a mix, so we would have to add more cadmium yellow to 

balance the strength of the Crimson. So the maximum chroma strength of crimson would 

be say 9 and the yellow say 5. 

 

All three these components combine to give us the endless multitude of colours we see. 

 

It just shows you how clever our brains are to be able to instantaneously interpret all 

these hues, values and chromas to form the images we see every single moment of the 

day. 
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TYPES OF COLOUR WHEELSTYPES OF COLOUR WHEELSTYPES OF COLOUR WHEELSTYPES OF COLOUR WHEELS    
 

If you had to do a Google search for colour wheel, you will find that you will be 

confronted with a myriad of different colour wheels. Each claiming to be better and 

promising to give you the best results. 

 

Some of them are more complex than others, some of them can be shown on a flat 

surface, others require you to look at them in three dimensions. 

 

The way each is used also differs from the one wheel to the other. 

 

Beginner as well as experienced artists alike battle to decide which to choose. 

 

As an artist myself, I suggest that you try a painting or two using each of the different 

colour wheels I am going to show you in the next few sections, then decide which one 

worked for you and stick to it. 

 

For me it’s more important that you use ANY colour wheel as opposed to NO colour 

wheel otherwise you will find yourself forever running around in the dark trying to get to 

the colour you want. 

 

The reason is that a colour wheel gives you a system to work with as opposed to the 

constant shot in the dark type of colour mixing when you don’t use a colour wheel. 

 

We will be looking at my 2 favourite colour wheels 

The standard 12 colour wheel which you may have seen before 

The Munsell Colour System 
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STANDARD 12 PART COLOUR WHEELSTANDARD 12 PART COLOUR WHEELSTANDARD 12 PART COLOUR WHEELSTANDARD 12 PART COLOUR WHEEL    
 

 
 

The standard 12 part colour wheel is by far the most popular and widely used colour 

wheel. All other colour wheels are based off this basic principle that was discovered by 

Sir Isaac Newton in the 1600’s. Sir Isaac Newton found that by shining white light 

through a prism, the light would break up into a rainbow or spectrum of colours. These 

colours are then wrapped around to form a circle of colours called a colour wheel. 

 

The standard 12 part colour wheel starts off with 3 primary colours. Our three primary 

colours are yellow, red and blue. 

 

These colours cannot be mixed using paint and must be bought. From these 3 colours 

plus white, all the other colours of the rainbow can be mixed. 

 

By then taking two primaries at a time and mixing them together we get three new 

colours: orange, green and purple. These three new colours are collectively called 

secondary colours. This brings our colour wheel up to a total of 6 colours. 

 

We can now expand our colour wheel one more step by mixing adjacent primary and 

secondary colours together to get 6 tertiary colours. 

 

This is the colour wheel you can see on your screen right now. 

 

The wheel is then split down the centre to indicate that the one half of the wheel consists 

of colours that “feel” warm and the other half of colours that “feel” cold or cool. These so 

called temperatures obviously have nothing to do with the actual temperature of the paint, 

but the way the colour affects our mood. We discuss colour temperature in a separate 

section of the course. For an indepth explanation of the 12 part colour wheel, visit our site 

http://www.paintbasket.com/tools/color_wheel.php 
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MUNSELL COLOUR SYSTEMMUNSELL COLOUR SYSTEMMUNSELL COLOUR SYSTEMMUNSELL COLOUR SYSTEM    
 

 
In the 19

th
 century Albert Munsell decided that he needed a way to scientifically describe 

a colour. He then developed the Munsell Colour System. 

 

Munsell realised that each colour actually consisted of three distinct components, nl. Hue, 

Value and Chroma. 

 

The first component is hue. Hue is the base colour we see and use to name a colour for 

example red, green or purple. Munsell broke this down into 5 basic colours – Red, 

yellow, green, blue and purple. He then mixed colours next to each other to form 5 

secondary colours giving us a 10 step colour scale. He then wrapped these colours into a 

loop to form the hue circle. You can see the hue circle running around the centre “pole” 

in the picture. 

 

The second component of the Munsell system is the value of the colour. Put another way; 

Value is used to describe the lightness or darkness of the colour. The value of a colour is 

also often referred to as the tonal value of a colour. 

 

At the two extremes we have pure black and white which he said was impossible to 

obtain using pigment. So in fact the Munsell Value scale ranges from near white to near 

black with 7 steps in between. You can see this as the centre “pole” in the illustration. 

The hue or colour circle can then “step” up and down the value “pole” or scale as 

required. 

 

The final component of the Munsell Colour System is the Chroma of the colour. The 

chroma of a colour can be described as the purity or intensity or strength of the colour. 

This can be seen in the illustration by looking at the bands of green moving inward 

towards the centre value “pole”. 
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Munsell found that certain colours are stronger than others so he broke the chroma scale 

up into 10 steps. Some colours, eg red are strong enough to reach a maximum of  10, 

while other colours are weaker so they can only reach a maximum chroma of maybe 4 or 

5. You can do a quick experiment to see this difference in strength between different 

colour hues by mixing say a green. You will find that the blue is much stronger than the 

yellow, so you will need more yellow than blue to mix a mid green. 

 

As the colour is mixed with black and white, or as you can see from the green bars 

moving in toward the centre pole, the colour weakens or put another way, becomes more 

gray. 

 

So as a recap of the Chroma component : The stronger the colour is, the more steps are 

possible way from our centre “pole” before we get to the pure colour. There can be a 

maximum of 10 steps away from our centre pole. 

 

A printable version of the Munsell colour charts can be found on our website at 

www.paintbasket.com/munsell/ 
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BASIC USE OF A COLOUR WHEELBASIC USE OF A COLOUR WHEELBASIC USE OF A COLOUR WHEELBASIC USE OF A COLOUR WHEEL    
 

 
 

No matter which colour wheel you choose to use. All colour wheels have a few 

components in common, lets look at them. 

 

Firstly they are all derived from primary colours. These are colours that cannot be mixed, 

but can be used to form all the other colours. Most colour wheels identify three primary 

colours which are variations on yellow, red and blue, for example yellow, cyan and 

magenta. 

 

Next each colour wheel can be broken down into secondary and tertiary colours by 

mixing colours next to each other on the wheel. Some colour wheels stop at these twelve 

steps as shown in the standard 12 part colour wheel above, others continue infinitely to 

form a continuous gradient of colours. 

 

Then the terms used to describe the colours position in relation to the rest remain the 

same. 

 

Colours next to each other are referred to as harmonious colours. Colours opposite each 

other are called complimentary colours. 

 

Each colour wheel can be split into a warm or cold half. You can find this by holding 

your wheel with yellow at the top. Depending on how the primaries have been laid down, 

either the left or right hand side will be cold and the other side warm. Which side is 

which you will instinctively know – I have never had somebody get that one wrong. It 

must be because we associate warm colours like red and orange with naturally warm 

items like fire, while we associate cold colours like green and blue with naturally cold 

items like moss and water. 
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The amazing thing is many people know all the items I have mentioned above, but less 

people actually know how to use the colour wheel to mix their colours on the wheel. 

 

Firstly you need to know which are the primaries on your wheel, they will most probably 

be yellow, red and blue. 

 

Let’s use an example to mix say violet using the colour wheel shown above. 

 

To mix the violet, we find the two primaries on either side of the violet. In this case red 

and blue. From the wheel we can see that the violet is right next to blue, so this tells us 

that our violet mix has a lot of blue in it and only a small amount of red. We then put 

down a pile of blue and gradually add small amounts of red to it until we reach the colour 

we need. 

 

That brings us to the end of today’s lessons, in the next section we will be chatting about 

perspective. 

 

In the meantime, don’t forget to watch the videos for the course at 

http://www.paintbasket.com/courses/ 

See you on the forum and please don’t forget to tell all your friends about the course. It is 

available at http://www.paintbasket.com 


